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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 6, 21, and 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 lines 7-8 recites "said one or messages" and claim 21 lines 3-4 and 6-7 recites 
"said one or more marked messages" and "said one or more notification message". It is 
unclear if "the messages" in claim 1 is referring to the same messages as in line 2 or if it 
is referring to "marked messages" or "notification message" as in claim 21 . For similar 
reasons, claim 2 is unclear and confusing if the "messages" are all referring to the same 
message or different messages. 

Claim 6 line 2 recites "the number of minutes said one of more messages". This 
phrase is unclear and confusing as to what "the number of minutes said one or more 
messages" is referring to. 

Claim 27 line 7 recites "in response to said determining step determining that the 
amount" This phrase is unclear and confusing because of grammatical errors and not 
known what "determining step determining" is referring to. 
Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mohler, 
Patent #5,506,872. 

Regarding claim 1, Mohler teaches a multimedia messaging system, comprising: 
a mailbox configured to receive and store one or more messages, a capacity calculator 
configured to determine the amount of space occupied by said one or more messages 
(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 1-19); 

and a message transmittal unit configured to automatically enable one or more 
notification messages to be generated in response to determining that the amount of 
space occupied by said one or messages exceeds a predetermined threshold(Fig.1 and 
col.4 lines 25-43). 

Regarding claim 2, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said capacity 
calculator is configured to count the number of messages stored in said mailbox(col.5 
lines 48-50; no messages is 0 count and more than 1 count is a few). 

Regarding claim 3, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said capacity 
calculator is configured to determine the amount of time said one or more messages 
occupy(col.4 lines 1-17 and lines 57-67; amount of time of a 100% fill rate is left). 

Regarding claim 4, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said mailbox 
is located in a non-volatile memory device(Fig.l). 
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Regarding claim 5, Mohler teaches the system of claim 4, wherein said capacity 
calculator is configured to determine the amount of non-volatile memory consumed by 
said one or more messages(col.4 lines 1-18). 

Regarding claim 6, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said capacity 
calculator is configured to count the number of minutes said one or more 
messages(col.4 lines 1-18). 

Regarding claim 7, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said non- 
volatile memory device includes a fixed disk drive(Fig.l). 

Regarding claim 8, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said non- 
volatile memory device includes flash memory(Fig. 1 ) 

Regarding claim 9, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said 
notification messages include one or more facsimile messages(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 10, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, wherein said 
notification messages include one or more telephone messages(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said 
notification messages include one or more pager notifications(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 12, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, wherein said 
notification messages include one or more electronic mail messages(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 13, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said 
notification messages include changing the cadence of a message waiting light on a 
telephone(col.4 lines 20-43;design choice). 
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Regarding claim 14, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, wherein said 
notification messages include modifying a telephone dial tone(col.4 lines 20-43; dial 
tone is modified). 

Regarding claim 15, Mohler teaches the system of claim 14, wherein said 
modified telephone dial tone includes changing the frequency of the dial tone(col.4 lines 
20-43; frequency is changed as a result of dialing different numbers). 

Regarding claim 16, Mohler teaches the system of claim 14, wherein said 
notification messages includes stuttering the telephone dial tone(col.4 lines 20-43; dial 
tones stutter). 

Regarding claim 17, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, further including a 
user alert profile table to store information as to where said one or more notification 
messages are to be sent(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 and col. 5 lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 18, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, wherein said 
multimedia messaging system is an electronic mail system(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 19, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1, wherein said 
multimedia messaging system is a facsimile server(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 20, Mohler teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein said 
multimedia messaging system is a voice mail system(col.4 lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 21, Mohler teaches a multimedia messaging system 
comprising: a mailbox adapted to receive and store one or more messages; 
a message transmittal unit responsive to said mailbox receiving said 
one or more marked messages to enable one or more notification messages 
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to be generated, and a user alert table to store the one or more locations where said 
one or more notification message are to be sent(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 1-43). 

Regarding claim 22, Mohler teaches the system of claim 21 wherein said one or 
more locations includes user contact information(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 and col. 5 
lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 23, Mohler teaches the system of claim 22 wherein said contact 
information includes one or more electronic mail addresses(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 
and col.5 lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 24, Mohler teaches the system of claim 22 wherein said contact 
information includes one or more facsimile numbers(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 and 
col.5 lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 25, Mohler teaches the system of claim 22 wherein said contact 
information includes one or more voice telephone numbers(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 
and col.5 lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 26, Mohler teaches the system of claim 22 wherein said contact 
information includes one or more pager numbers(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 40-48 and col.5 
lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 27, Mohler teaches a multimedia messaging system, a 
method for generating notification messages, comprising: 
receiving and storing one or more messages, determining the amount of space 
occupied by said one or more messages(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 1-43), and 
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automatically enabling one or more notification messages to be generated in response 
to said determining step determining that the amount of space occupied by said one or 
messages exceeds a predetermined threshold(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 1-43). 

Regarding claim 28, Mohler teaches the method of claim 22, further including the 
step of storing one or more addresses where said one or more notification message are 
to be sent(Fig.1 and col.4 lines 1-43). 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph T. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7544. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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